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tat THE PROBLEM OF THE AUSTRIAN MINORITY IN ITALY 
a AGAIN BEFORE THE U.N. GENERAL ASSEMBLY 
“8 Memorandum 
ng} Of The Austrian Federal Government Concerning The South Tyrol Question 
Ccom- On July 18, 1961 the Austrian Government requested the trian Federal Government also addressed an extensive Mem- 
inclusion of the following item on the agenda of the present orandum to the Italian Government calling its attention to the 
session of the U.N. General Assembly: situation in South Tyrol, and urging the necessity of seeking 
“The status of the Ger- a solution of the problem on 
-speaking element in th a bilateral basis. 
iiece cc, Soe icneiak The Tyrol, 1914 and Today t 
Implementation of Resolu- It was not until June 1958 
tion 1497 (XV) of the General that the Italian Government 
issembly of the United Na- agreed to enter into negotia- 
tions of Oct. 31, 1960” tions with Austria. In the 
The tultotinn : insite course of these, the Aus- 





ofan Austrian official Mem- 
gwandum, published Oct. 10, 
will familiarize our readers 
with this item and at the 
same time explain the neces- 
sity of the Austrian measure: 

On September 5, 1946, 
Austria and Italy signed the 
so-called Paris Agreement, 
designed to safeguard the 


tomeland. In this Agreement, 
laly undertook to safeguard 
ie ethnical character of the 
South Tyroleans and their 
cultural and economic de- 
velopment by special pro- 
sions and to grant them 
utonomous legislative and 
trecutive regional power. 








1, 1A North and East Tyrol; today Austria’s Land Tyrol. 
2: South Tyrol; ceded to Italy in 1919. 
3: Trentino province (Italian speaking); ceded to Italy in 1919. 


trian Government attempted 
to induce Italy to implement 
fully the obligations it had 
undertaken. No results hav- 
ing been achieved in these 
talks, which had continued 
for over a year, the Austrian 
Minister for Foreign Affairs, 
in view of the mounting ten- 
sion in South Tyrol, found 


tital rights of the South Ty- himself compelled to an- 
leans and. thereb t nounce at the fourteenth 
enable them a Reesor oho LAND TYROL AS PART] session of the General As- 

: OF AUSTRIA TODAY " 
wistence in their hereditary sembly of the United Na 


tions, in the Autumn of 1959, 
that Austria would bring the 
matter before the United Na- 
tions if no satisfactory set- 
tlement of the South Tyrol 
problem should be reached. 


Early in 1960 it became 
evident, unfortunately, that 
the Austro-Italian talks had 








During the following years, despite endeavours by Aus- 
tia and the South Tyroleans themselves, Italy did not meet 
the obligations imposed upon it by the Paris Agreement. In 
1954, the South Tyroleans, threatened in their very existence 
& an ethnic group, set forth their wishes and grievances in 
}@ Memorandum submitted to the Italian Government. No reply 





was received to the Memorandum. In October 1956, the Aus- 


to be considered as ended in failure, since Italy was not 
willing to grant the South Tyroleans those legislative and 
administrative powers to which they are entitled under the 
Paris Agreement. An attempt to resume negotiations by an 
exchange of letters between the Heads of Government of the 
two countries resulted in an Italian proposal that the dispute, 


-as a purely legal question, be submitted to the International 
<= 
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Court of Justice, whereas Austria, stressing the predominant- 
ly political aspects of the problem, insisted on referring it to 
the fifteenth session of the General Assembly of the United 
Nations for consideration. Subsequently, the General Assem- 
bly resolved unanimously to place the matter on its agenda 
and to refer it to the Special Political Committee. 

Consideration of the Problem of South Tyrol by the Fifteenth 

Session of the General Assembly vi the United Nations. 

Austria submitted to the General Assembly an extensive 
Memorandum setting forth the historical development of the 
bilateral negotiations with Italy; the mounting tension in 
South Tyrol and the reasons which had prompted Austria to 
bring the issue before the United Nations. 

The Special Political Committee discussed the South Ty- 
rol problem at great length. The debate, in which 41 Member 
States took part, continued for ten days and led to the unani- 
mous adoption of a draft resolution which in its preamble, 
re-affirmed the purpose of the Paris Agreement, which is to 
guarantee the German-speaking inhabitants of the Province of 
Bozen ‘‘complete equality of right with the Italian-speaking 
inhabitants, within the framework of special provisions to 
safeguard the ethnical character and the cultural and economic 
development of the German-speaking element’’. The operative 
paragraphs urged the two parties to resume negotiations and 
recommended that in the event of such negotiations not lead- 
ing to satisfactory results within a reasonable period of time, 
they should seek a solution by some other peaceful means. 
Finally, a recommendation was addressed to the two States 
to refrain from any action which might impair their friendly 
relations. 

The draft resolution was unanimously adopted by the 
fifteenth session of the General Assembly, on October 31, 
1960. 


The Bilateral Negotiations Conducted in 1961 

Acting in compliance with the resolution adopted by the 
General Assembly of the United Nations at its fifteenth ses- 
sion, Austria and Italy, during the first part of 1961, resumed 
their efforts to find a solution of the problem through bilateral 
negotiations. 

A first meeting of delegations of the two countries, head- 
ed by their Ministers for Foreign Affairs, was held at Milan’ 
on 27 and 28 January 1961. The negotiations yielded no re- 
sult, because the Austrian demand for the grant to the Pro- 
vince of Bozen of legislative and administrative autonomy, 
as provided in the Paris Agreement, was rejected by Italy. 
The Italian counter-proposal was restricted, in essence, to 
the offer of a transfer to the Province of Bozen of certain ad- 
ministrative functions and the promise of a number of unspe- 
cified measures in the fields. It was inevitable, therefore, 
that it should be deemed unsatisfactory by Austria. 

Subsequent diplomatic exchanges led to a clearer defini- 
tion of respective points of view of the two Governments. Ac- 
_ cording to the Austrian view, the Paris Agreement provided 
for the transfer to the Province of Bozen of legislative and 
administrative power in respect of all matters which serve 
the purpose of safeguarding the ethnical character and the 
cultural and economic development of the South Tyrolean 
ethnic group, i.e. in particular in school and educational 


matters, in the fields of agriculture, commerce, industry ang 
tourism, and in cultural matters. Such powers are held by 
other Italian Regions under special statutes, such as the 
Valle d’Aosta. It was further required that the two languages 
should be given equal status and that the principle of pro. 
portional ethnic representation should be applied in appoint. 
ments to public offices. 

The Italian proposals, on the other hand, did not enyj- 
sage the transfer of legislative powers to the Province; jt 
was merely contemplated to confer upon the Province the 
right to exercise certain administrative functions, subject to 
the right of direction which the higher authorities would re. 
tain. It was also apparent that the Italian offers in respect 
of appointments to public office and of the use of the two 
languages would not have resulted in a marked improvement 
of existing conditions. 

The delegation met once more, at Klagenfurt, on 24 ang 
25 May 1961, and proceeded to a thorough discussion of the 
proposals submitted by the two parties. The Italian delega. 
tion was not in a position to offer further concessions but 
declared that Italy was prepared to offer certain guarantees 
under domestic Italian law to ensure that the exercise of ad- 


ministrative functions, once granted, would not be revoked | 


later on. Finally, it was agreed that the parties would meet 
a third time, on 24 June 1961. In the meantime a commission 
of experts of the two countries was to reexamine the Austrian 
and Italian proposals, to achieve their clarification where 
required. 

The meeting of experts was held at Zurich from 13 to 17 
June 1961 and afforded the Austrian representatives an oppa- 
tunity of reiterating the demand for the grant of such legis- 
lative and administrative powers as are required, in the Aus- 
trian view, to achieve the purposes of the Paris Agreement, 
which had been reaffirmed by the resolution adopted by the 
fifteenth session of the General Assembly. The Italian dele- 
gation declared that Italy was nevertheless prepared to meet 
the Austrian demands, within the framework of the Autonomy 
Statute, in particular by the delegation to the Province of 
certain administrative functions now exercised by the Region 
and the State under Articles 14 and 13 of the Autonomy Sta- 
tute respectively, and by the provision of adequate guaran 
tees therefor. 

The transfer to the Province of Bozen of any legislative 
power was rejected. Instead, it was proposed to transfer to 
the Province various administrative functions in the economic 
field, it being understood, however, that the State and the 
Region would retain their respective rights of supervision 
and control, the right of direction and the right to reassume 
the exercise of the delegated functions. Hence, what was er- 
visaged was clearly not a regime of genuine administrative 
autonomy. Moreover, no guarantee could be given that the 
Region would not subsequently revoke a previous delegation 
of powers, since such guarantee would have required a0 
amendment of the Autonomy Statute. 


In cultural, school and educational matters, the Italian 
proposals did not even provide for the delegation of adminis- 
trative functions but were restricted to the offer of certail 
measures of an organizational nature. Thus, to quote ome 
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— 
example, the State would have retained jurisdiction over the 
entire school personnel. 

A formal grant of equal status for the two languages was 
rejected; Italy merely offered the adoption of certain legisla- 
tive measures which it considered adequate to achieve de 
facto parity. The application of the principle of proportional 
ethnic representation in appointments to State and semi- 
governmental offices within the Province of Bozen was like- 
wise considered unacceptable; instead, a gradual improvement 
in the representation of ethnic groups in these services, was 
to be achieved through measures of an organizational char- 
acter. No concessions were made with respect to the em- 
ployment services and in the field of public housing. 

Nor could any substantial concessions be obtained on 
the questions of a broadening of the system of autonomous 
administration and of an extension of the autonomous juris- 
diction of the Province in matters of finance. The same ap- 
plies to the restitution of assets and of objects of cultural 
value of which South Tyrol was deprived under the fascist 
regime. 

It was under such unpropitious auspices that a third 
meeting was held at Zurich on 24 June 1961 for the purpose 
of continuing the negotiations on the Foreign Minister level. 
In view of the fact that the Italian delegation supplemented 
the Italian proposals presented at the meeting of experts on 
minor points only, the Austrian delegation was compelled to 
propose that the phase of bilateral negotiations should be 
considered as closed, and that the two parties, in imple- 
mentation of the second operative paragraph of the resolution 
adopted at the fifteenth session of the General Assembly of 
the United Nations, should enter into negotiations concern- 
ing the selection of some other peaceful means for the settle- 
ment of their differences. The Italian delegation countered 
this proposal by the suggestion that the Italian proposals 
should be subjected to further examination, and rejected the 
Austrian proposal for the establishment of an International 
Commission to investigate facts and conditions on the spot. 
The Italian delegation insisted that the most suitable means 
of bringing about a peaceful settlement of the dispute was 
by recourse to the International Court of Justice, but asked 
for a clarification, through normal diplomatic channels, of 
the Austrian proposal for the establishment of an Interna- 
tional Commission of Enquiry. The Austrian Government 
complied with this request in its written statement of 4 July 
1961, in which, after further thorough examination, it also 
stated its position concerning the Italian proposals. 

Reference of the Issue to the Sixteenth Session of the General 
Assembly of the United Nations 

In the course of the negotiations on the South Tyrol is- 
sue held at Zurich, the Italian Minister for Foreign Affairs 
had announced that the Italian Government would also state 
its position on the Austrian proposals for the establishment 
of an International Commission of Enquiry through normal 
diplomatic channels. In view of the fact, however, that no 
teply to the Austrian Note of 4 July 1961 had been received 
from the Italian Government before the expiration of the regu- 
lartime limit for requests for inclusion of items on the agenda 
of the sixteenth session of the General Assembly, the Aus- 


trian Government, on 18 July 1961, deemed it necessary to 
request the inclusion of an item entitled: 

“‘The status of the German-speaking element in the 

Province of Bolzano (Bozen). Implementation of Resolu- 

tion 1497 (XV) of the General Assembly of the United 

Nations of 31 October 1960.’’ 

As stated in the preceding chapter, the negotiations be- 
tween Austria and Italy recommended by the fifteenth session 
of the General Assembly of the United Nations, have taken 
place, but have not led to an agreement concerning the South 
Tyrol Problem. Resolution 1497 (XV) of the fifteenth session 
of the General Assembly recommended in its second operative 
paragraph that in the event of the negotiations not leading to 
satisfactory results within a reasonable period of time, both 
parties ‘‘should give favourable consideration to the possi- 
bility of seeking a solution of their differences by any of the 
means provided in the Charter of the United Nations including 
recourse to the International Court of Justice or any other 
peaceful means of their own choice’’. Austria has implement- 
ed this recommendation and has proposed to Italy the second 
of the peaceful means enumerated in Article 33 of the Charter, 
viz an enquiry. 

Since Italy has not acceded so far to this concrete pro- 
posal, which was submitted to it in due form, and since no 
agreement has been reached on the choice of some other 
peaceful means, the Austrian Government deems it necessary 
to request, that the General Assembly of the United Nations 
assist the two parties in the selection of a suitable peaceful 
means for the solution of the problem of South Tyrol. 

Austria Not Responsible for Acts of Violence 

The Austrian Government regrets the acts of violence 
committed on Italian soil, which caused considerable damage 
to property. However, the Austrian Government emphatically 
repudiates any suggestion that it shares the responsibility for 
these acts of terrorism. The Austrian Government has re- 
peatedly and unambiguously disavowed these acts since it 
condemns on principle the use of force for political ends. 
The Austrian Government has used all means available to it 
under the Austrian legal system to find the responsible per- 
sons; it will be the duty of the Austrian courts to establish 
the facts. In addition, the Austrian Government, in its Note 
of 1 August 1961, proposed an extension of the terms of ref- 
erence of the International Commission of Enquiry, proposed 
in the Austrian Note of 4 July 1961, to the effect that this 
commission, or alternatively, a representative of the Secre- 
tary General of the United Nations should be instructed to 
conduct an impartial and thorough enquiry into the Italian 
accusations by inspecting the documentation at the disposal 
of the Austrian Government and by examining the measures 
taken by that Government as well as the pertinent provisions 
of Austrian law, in order to establish the actual facts. The 
Austrian Government is prepared to provide such Commission 
or organ of the United Nations with any assistance required 
for the discharge of their function. 

The Austrian Government reaffirms its earnest desire to 
reach a solution by mutual agreement of the problem of South 
Tyrol, a problem which has placed the good relations between 
Austria and Italy under such regrettable strain 


(Editors: The complete text of the Austrian Memorandum is avail- 
able to our readers together with other background information on 
the South Tyrol problem on special request) 
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WHY IS THE SOUTH TYROL PROBLEM AGAIN BEFORE 
THE UNITED NATIONS? 

In connection with the renewed discussion of the South 
Tyrol question in the XVI. session of the General Assembly 
of the United Nations in New Yark many inquiries and sugges- 
tions from all over the United States and Canada have been 
received by Austrian Information. 

Austrian Information wishes to thank herewith all those 
who have thus shown their interest in this matter and their 
awareness of the unfortunate fate of the region’s German- 
speaking population, In the following we will try to answer 
those questions which appear most frequently in these com- 
munications. 

QUESTION: Why does Austria raise this question again 
at a time when the United Nations is struggling with much 
more important problems ? 

ANSWER: For thirteen years, Austria has been patiently 
waiting for Italy’s fulfillment of her treaty obligations with 
regard to the German-speaking population of the South Tyrol. 
Despite many Austrian protests, only very little headway was 
made. This fact has forced the Austrian Federal Government 
as a signatory power to the Paris Agreement to draw world 
attention to the fate of the South Tyrol. Only after all en- 
deavors of solving the problem by bi-lateral negotiations had 
failed because of the Italian government’s resistance, Aus- 
tria asked for inclusion of the problem into the agenda of the 
present session of the U.N. Austria is full aware of the ser- 
iousness of the overall political situation. However, the 
grievances of a smal] country are just as important as those 
of the big nations. 

Q: Why does Austria insist on autonomy for the South 
Tyrol which Italy is not willing to grant? 

A: Italy guaranteed autonomy for the region in the so- 
called Paris Agreement of September 5, 1946. Since the re- 
gion’s population insists on the fulfillment of this obligation, 
Austria, as a guarantor of the South Tyrol, cannot retract from 
this legal position without the consent of the South Tyro- 
leans themselves. 

Q.: Italy insists to have fulfilled her treaty obligations 
by granting autonomy to the province of Alto Adige. Vhy are 
the South Tyroleans not satisfied with this solution? 

A.: By combining the Italian-speaking province of Tren- 
tino with the South Tyrol in one autonomous region, the 
German-speaking part of the population became a minority. In 
addition, the government supported Italianization of the re- 
gion which formed for 900 years an entity with the Austrian 
Tyrol to the north. Moreover, this is not only an ethnic but 
also a serious social and economic problem. 

The fact that apparently more than 90% of all federal 
positions (police, postal service, railroads, finance, judi- 
ciary) are held by officials of Italian origin constitutes not 
only a breach of the Paris Agreement but also creates a se- 
vere handicap for the future social development of the Ger- 
man-speaking citizens, forcing many of them to emigrate. 

Of all apartments constructed after World War II with 
federal grants, only 7% were made available to South Tyro- 
leans. Even more tragic is the situation with regard to the 
administration of justice. Only in rare cases judges under- 


——————_ 


stand or speak the Tyrolean’s mother tongue, namely German, 

Q.: Does Austria attempt by her policy to regain the re. 
gion as has been frequently stated in Italian newspaper 
comments ? 

A.: All responsible Austrian statesmen have repeatedly 
and decidedly stated that in the eyes of the Austrian goverp. 
ment the granting of autonomy to the region will be accepteq 
as fulfillment of the Paris Agreement. 

Q.: During recent months a number of sabotage attempts 
have been directed against |talian institutions in South 
Tyrol. Is it true that these attempts were Austrian-inspired 
as indicated in the Italian press? 

A.: The Austrian government regrets these terror acts 
deeply. Should the present investigations prove that Austrian 
citizens participated in these acts, those responsible will be 
brought to trial and convicted. In this connection, it should 
be mentioned that similar acts have occurred in Austria, 
where, for instance, the Monument of the Republic in Vienna 
and the monument of Andreas Hofer in Innsbruck had been 
bombed. The perpetrators of these attacks have not been 
comprehended. 

Q.: Why did Austria not acceed to the Italian proposal 
to submit the South Tyrol problem to the International Court 
of Justice in the Hague? 

A.: In the Austrian view, the problem of South Tyrol is 
predominately a political one. Thus its solution cannot be 
found exclusively through juridical channels. For this rea- 
son, the United Nations appears primarily competent to solve 
this question. Article 14 of the Charter explicitly provides 
that ‘‘the General Assembly may recommend measures for the 
peaceful adjustment of any situation, regardless of origin, 
which deems likely to impair the general welfare or friendly 
relations among nations.’’ The very fact the South Tyrol 
problem was placed on the agenda of the General Assembly’s 
special political committee underscores Austria’s argument. 

The Editor 





WINSTON CHURCHILL 
COMMENTS ON SOUTH TYROL 


*‘I could not feel any satisfaction when I read in the news 
papers that one of the first points upon which they had all been 
able to come to an unanimous decision in Paris was to confirm the 
assignment of the Alstrian Tyrol to Italy. This was always held by 
liberal-minded folks in many lands to be one of the worst blots on 
the Treaty of Trianon which was not, in itself, a model in European 
annals. It is, of course, quite true — I do not wish to conceal any- 
thing — that Hitler and Mussolini, after the most careful considem- 
tion of the problem, agreed to confirm and enforce the decision. But, 
surely, those two miscreants are rather out of the picture to-day. 
The sentence I myself contributed to the Atlantic Charter, about no 
transference of territory apart from the will of the local inhabitants, 
has proved, in many cases, to be an unattainable ideal and, in any 
case, did not, in my experience, apply to enemy countries. But | 
know of no case in the whole of Europe, more than that of the Aus 
trian Tyrol, where the Atlantic Charter, and the subsequent Charter 
of U. N. O., might have been extended to the people who dwell in 
this small, but well defined region which is now involved in the 
general war settlement. 

‘¢why cannot the nativesof this mountainous and beautiful land, 
the land of the patriot Hofer, be allowed to say a word about their 
destiny on their own behalf? Why cannot they have a fair and free 
plebiscite there under the supervision of the great Powers? Let me 
put this question. Is it not illogical to have one standard of ethnic 
criteria for Trieste and Venezia Giulia, and another for the South 
ern Tyrol?" (“In a speech in the House of Commons, June 5, 1946} 


— 
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an, AUSTRIA — SEEN WITH AMERICAN EYES: cherished. The standard of living is rising and unemployment | 
» Tes The St. Petersburg Times last month carried a series of is negligible. The Yugoslavs, the Czechs and Hungarians can 
aper | three articles on Austria, written by Henrietta and Nelson peep through their curtain. Every visitor from the Communist 
Poynter, who recently returned from a trip to Europe. countries goes home with his faith weakened. 
edly With the kind permission of Mr. Poynter, president and A durable and long - pull friendship can be a by-product 
etn. | editor of the Florida daily, we are able to reprint one of these of the American aid. The credits or ‘‘counterpart funds’ 
pteq | reports for our readers. which were left here already have been used to exchange 
Austria Monument To U.S. Economic Aid students and teachers between two countries. 
npts Austria, standing on its own economic feet, is a shining The Fulbright program, named after the Senator from 
outh | example of the wisdom and statesmanship of the American Arkansas, has seen 762 Austrian lecturers, teachers and 
ired economic aid extended to a hungry, devastated country after students visit the United States and 537 Americans come 
the war. This country was beaten up even more than the rest here during the past 10 years. Counterpart funds will con- 
acts | of Western Europe. It was the victim of both Nazi and Russian tinue this program during the next 10 years. ; 
tian | occupation. Our observation is that understanding between nations 
1 be Some form of dictatorship and an accommodation with the has no tool more effective than teachers and opinion makers 
ould | Communist countries which border it was a distinct possi- visiting a country and then reporting back to their own people 
tria, | bility when hunger, unemployment and frustrations assailed a What they learned and saw. 
enna | wat-weary people. The American ambassador here, H. Freeman Matthews, 
been Instead, Austria has a responsive, parliamentary govern- when he signed the 10-year Fulbright program agreement re- 
been | ment. The Communist Party is legal but can poll only a hand- cently, summed up the advantages to both countries rather 
fal of votes. It doesn’t have a single seat in the Parliament. | Well when he said: 
osa] | Tue, the Austrian Socialists have a long and noble record of “The program has helped ms. 6 see that WE OTe EES 
‘ourt | opposition to the Communists. Their reforms antedate the alike than unalike. In the great ideas of Western civilization, 
first World War — their leadership was more effective than in we as Austrians and Americans share a common heritage 
” similar movements elsewhere in Europe. which should ensure our close and friendly relations for all 
r ne Because Austria is small and uncomplicated in its eco- time to come.” 
rea. | nomics and politics, it presents a clearer picture of the ef- _ Austria did not have the problems that we face in devel- 
solve | fect of American aid than Western Europe as a whole. oping greater understanding with our neighbors in South 
rides More than $1.3 billion American dollars were spent here America, Asia, Africa ane other areas, But what has been done: 
tthe | up to 1948 to help Austrians to help themselves — less than - Austeis can be achieved elsewhere — if we have the pa- 
igin, | $200 per capita — considerably less than a dollar per week tience and determination to try. 
ndly per person during the immediate post-war years. GORBACH APPEALS TO U.S.S.R. 
Tyrol These funds went to the government, which in turn made Federal Chancellor Dr. Alfons Gorbach strongly ap- 
Dly’s loans and grants to revive old industries and create new ones, pealed to the USSR — while addressing a group of scientists 
nent, | Roads were built to open new forests, tourism, a vital part of — ‘to break up the demonstrations of her military power 
‘ditor | tte economy was helped on its way to recovery. New power which nobody doubts and to renounce the explosions of a 
—— | projects were launched. The country began to move ahead. super atom bomb. The tremendous power of the experimental 
Today Austria is debating how much and where it can detonations,’’ he continued, ‘‘make their military value rather 
help the developing nations. This probably will be done questionable. It will only create a warlike situation in 
through the pool which the Free World is setting up to admin- peacetime.” 
yer ister plans with new nations that are willing to help them- AUSTRIA’S FOREIGN TRADE IN SEPTEMBER 
yy selves instead of depending on handouts. Preliminary figures of the Austrian Central Bureau of 
sts on We are pleased to find so many Austrians still talking of Statistics reveal that the September imports accounted for 
pean | the specific, personal benefits they received under the Amer- 1,067,183 tons valued at 3141 million schillings and the ex- 
Fons ican program. First came food and necessities like blankets port for 595,110 tons valued at 2804 million schillings. (One 
. But, and fuel — and then efforts to improve the whole economy in dollar equals 26 schillings.) Compared with the previous 
o~day. | order that further aid would not be necessary. month the import value had risen by 78 million schillings or 
tants, In our travels we have found no other country so aware 3% while the export value was increased by 325 million schil- 
phy and understanding of the enlightened self - interest inthe Mar- lings or 13%. The foreign trade liabilities were reduced by 
y — shall Plan to put the post-war world on its feet. The recent 247 million schillings and amount now to 337 million schillings. 
vell in | Belgrade conference of the non-aligned and so-called neutral The preliminary figures for the first three quarters of 
n the | nations offered a prime example of how America is chastized 1961 show imports in the amount of 28,678 million schillings 
land, | %Y the very people who have benefited — and want further compared with 26,759 million schillings in the same period 
Ay! benefits, of the previous year; exports amounted to 23,143 million 
et me Austria also provides show window opportunities for the schillings compared with 21,427 million schillings for the 
ons benefits of self-government and freedom here on the border of comparative period in 1960. In the first three quarters of 
1946), | ‘te Iron Curtain. The press is unshackled and exercises its 1961 the import excess totaled 5,535 million schillings 
—— | ‘ights responsibly. Individual liberties are abundant and against 5,332 million schillings in the first 9 months of 1960. i 
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TRADE SETTLEMENT IN WESTERN EUROPE IN U.S. 
INTEREST, AUSTRIAN GOVERNMENT LEADER STRESSES 

The United States has a vital stake in a formula that 
will bring the nations of Western Europe together in one 
trading area. That is the view taken by Dr. Fritz Bock, Aus- 
trian Minister of Commerce and Reconstruction, in a recent 
address in Dallas, Texas. 

An accommodation between the Common Market (Western 
Germany, France, Italy, the Netherlands, Belgium and Luxem- 
bourg) and the rest of Free Europe could pay real dividends 
to the United States, he said. ‘‘An economically united Eu- 
rope will be a much better customer for American goods and 
an economically united Europe will also be a better partner 
in the effort to give aid to the developing countries.’’ 

The solution does not rest in merely having all the 
countries sign the Treaty of Rome, the pact that set up the 
Common Market. The intent of the Treaty, according to Dr. 
Bock, was far broader than just creating a tariff-free trading 
arrangement. Instead, the Treaty established a code covering 
policy on labor, capital movements, and commercial and pay- 
ments policy. In the end, the members of the Common Market 
definitely plan to move toward some form of political inte- 
gration. 

The political implications of the Treaty bar Austrian 
application for admittance. Like Switzerland and Sweden, 
the Alpine Republic is pledged to military neutrality and 
cannot join in groupings that have any political coloration. 

The possible alternative of economic isolation is un- 
tenable, however. Dr. Bock stated that Austria’s great post- 
war economic resurgence had been paced by vastly increased 
exports to the world — a traffic that now takes approximately 
one-third of the nation’s industrial output. The consequences 
of exclusion from the Common Market would also be severe, 
for Austria sends approximately half of her exports to the 
six-nation group. 

In seeking a special association with the Common Market, 
the Austrians, Dr. Bock emphasized, are determined not to 
slow down progress toward the political integration of the 
continent. That, he said, ‘‘must not be impeded; all Europeans 
have a vital interest in this. But the neutral countries can- 
not directly participate . .. It is, therefore, necessary to 
achieve an economic or at least a commercial integration of 
Europe, in which all free European countries can share with- 
out restriction.’’ 

But dangers could arise, Dr. Bock warned, if the three 
neutral countries are not permitted a concession whereby 
they can share the economic advantages of a Europe-wide 
market without compromising their neutrality. Those dangers, 
he said, would stem from the fact that Austria, Switzerland 
and Sweden, if not allowed a link with the West Europe trad- 
‘ing system, would inevitably ‘‘become subject to a stronger 
influence from the East.’’ 

While obliged to honor its pledge of military neutrality, 
Austria’s position on the world crisis must not be confused, 
Dr. Bock said. Austria’s neutrality is not ‘‘spiritual or moral 
neutralism.’’ The nation’s moral beliefs clearly align it, he 


— 


said, with the ‘‘Free Western community, the basic principles 
of which — individual freedom, freedom of speech and expres. 
sion — are embedded in the Austrian Constitution.’’ Practica) 
application of this identification with the Free World has 
been found in the fact that Austria has joined a number of 
international and regional organizations, including the Gener. 
al Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT), the Europea 
Payments Union, the Organization for European Economic 
Cooperation. 

Dr. Bock noted that ‘‘geographically, Austria is a fa 
advanced wedge in the Communist empire. Vienna is barely 
35 miles from the frontier. In less than an hour you can drive 
from St. Stephen’s Cathedral, the heart of the city, to the 
Iron Curtain. This curtain is not only theoretically called 
‘iron’; its iron watchtowers and electric barbed wire express 
dramatically the separation between liberty and slavery.” 
The Austrian leader went on to liken the spires of St. 
Stephen’s Cathedral to a lighthouse — ‘‘the last lighthouse, 
beaming rays of hope to the subjugated people beyond the 
Iron Curtain.’’ 

After the conclusion of his Washington talks, Minister 
Bock went on an information tour through Texas and Louisiana, 

U.S. Aware of Austrian Problems 

On his return to Vienna after his one week stay in the 
United States; Dr. Bock declared, that his conversations in 
Washington with Secretary of Commerce Luther A. Hodges 
and Undersecretary of State Ball had been mainly concerned 
with questions of European integration, American-Austrian 
trade relations and the GATT-problem. His opinions on these 
questions had been listened to with great interest. 

‘*T came away with the impression,’’ Dr. Bock said, 
‘“‘that my representation of the planned association of the 
neutral ‘“‘EFTA’’ states (Austria, Sweden, Switzerland) with 
the European Common Market were met with understanding.” 


AUSTRIA RECEIVES U.S. CREDIT 
FOR COTTON PURCHASE 

The Export-Import Bank granted Austria a credit in the 
amount of 3.5 million dollars for purchase of American cot- 
ton. Three Austrian banks will handle this credit and the 
supervision of the Austrian Federal government. 





THE AUSTRIAN INFORMATION SERVICE 
may be able to furnish more detailed information on 
THE SOUTH TYROL QUESTION 
or any other item printed in AUSTRIAN INFORMATION 


NON-WOVEN TEXTILES AT 1962 DORNBIRN FAIR 

A display of non-woven textile fabrics will be seen for 
the first time at the 1962 Dornbirn Fair which will take place 
from July 13th to 22nd next year. These fabrics are manufac- 
tured in a special process by glueing the fibres together 
under pressure. Another new article at next year’s fair will 
be plastic-coated silk fabrics. A comprehensive range of 
synthetic fibres from Japan, European countries and U.S. will 
again be an important feature of the 1962 Dornbirn Textile 
Show. One thousand exhibitors participated. The number of 
visitors which totalled 250,000 as well as the sales figures 
were generally considered more than satisfactory. 
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NEW U.N. DAG HAMMARSKJOELD LIBRARY 
HAS AUSTRIAN DIRECTOR 

The opening of the Dag Ham- 
marskjoeld Library in New York 
City, scheduled to take place 
november 16, will mark a red-letter- 
day in the annals of the United 
Nations. 

Dedicated to the man under 
whose leadership the groundstone 
to this magnificent building was 
laid, the new library will be direct- 
ed by DDr. Joseph Stummvoll, head 
of the Austrian National Library in 
Vienna, who since his appointment 


Joseph Stummvoll 
as U.N. Librarian in 1959 devoted all his energies and pro- 


fessional expert knowledge for the realization of one of the 
late secretary general’s most favored projects. 
Working with a multilingual staff of 90 librarians and 


secretaries from 28 nations, DDr. Stummvoll mapped out 
plans destined to make the new U.N. library not only one of 
the most modern of its kind, but also one where the delegates 
and U.N. members from all over the earth will be able to find 
pooks and documents, likely even in their own language, at 
a moment’s notice. 

The Library will eventually have more than half-a-million 
books at its disposal, DDr. Stummvoll says. 


atten 


aoe, 


Artist’s Sketch of New U.N. Library. 
AUSTRIAN ART EXHIBITION IN ATLANTA, GA. 

An Exhibition of Color Facsimiles from the World’s 
largest collection of Graphic Arts, owned by Vienna’s Al- 
bertina Museum, is presently shown under the joint auspices 
of the Austrian Consulate in Atlanta and the Atlanta Art 
Association in the Atlanta Art Association Galleries. 

The exhibition comprises more than 140 color facsimiles 
of works of such masters as Albrecht Duerer, Matthias Gruen- 
ewald, Hans Baldung Grien, Michaelangelo, Fra Angelico da 
Fiesole, Leonardo da Vinci, Raphael, Teipolo, Peter Brue- 
ghel, Peter Paul Rubens, van Dyke, Rembrandt van Rhyn, Jan 
Steen, Adrian von Ostade, Antoine Watteau, Honore Fragonard, 
Honore Daumier, Camille Corot and E.H. Degas. 








RECORD ENROLLMENT ON AUSTRIAN UNIVERSITIES 
AND COLLEGES 

The winter term 1959/60 showed the highest student en- 
rollment ever recorded on Austrian universities and colleges, 
according to the latest edition of Oesterreichische Hoch- 
schulstatistik (Statistics of Austrian Universities and Col- 
leges). , 

The imposing figure of 36,000 students exceeds even 
the record years 1946/47 and 1947/48. For the first time af- 
ter World War II this increase was caused almost entirely 
by the increasing number of native students. 

For the winter term 1959/60, 25,867 native and 10,234 
foreign students enrolled in Austria’s schools for higher edu- 
cation. Out of 22,607 Austrian students 10,594 declared to 
be working for a living; 3,561 held permanent jobs. Over 
10,000 students worked during vacations. 

Approximately one half of all students began their stu- 
dies when 18 years old, one quarter a year later and only 
nine out of 100 students started their studies five or more 
years after their 18th year. Almost 3,000 foreign students 
came from Germany; 2,000 from Greece. The number of ordi- 
nary students from Iran increased by 300, while the Greek 
student group advanced by 200. 


VIENNESE SING IN METROPOLITAN OPERA AND 
CONDUCT IN SYRACUSE 

The star soprano of the Vienna Staatsoper, Therese 
Stich-Randall, scored a brilliant success in her recent debut 
as Fiordiligi in Mozart’s Cosi fan tutte in New York’s Metro- 
politan Opera. 

The tenor Karl Lieb] will appear as Tristan in Tristan 
and Isolde and Herodes in Richard Strauss’ Salome. The 
basso Otto Edelmann will appear as Wotan in Richard Wag- 
ner’s Ring and as King Henry in Lohengrin. Hans Hopf will 
also be heard in the Ring. 

The Viennese-born conductor Karl Kritz has been ap- 
pointed musical director of the Syracuse Symphony Orchestra 
in Syracuse, N.Y. Kritz was conductor of Berlin’s Staatsoper 
prior to his coming to the U.S.A. in 1937. During the past 
eight years he was with the Pittsburgh Symphony Orchestra 
and appeared with the Metropolitan Opera, the San Francisco 
Civic Opera and the Opera Company of Fort Worth, Texas. 


NEWS BRIEF 
Austrian Ambassador Dr. Wilfried Platzer lectured on the 
theme, AUSTRIA TODAY at the first Fall Meeting 1961 of 
the American Austrian Society in Washington D.C. on Oct. 27. 
Later on, Mr. Volkmar Wentzel of the National Geograph- 
ic Society showed slides about Austria. 


RUDOLF SERKIN SIGNED FOR 1962 
VIENNA FESTIVAL WEEKS 
For the first time since 1938, Rudolf Serkin will return 
to Vienna to participate in the 1962 Vienna Festival Weeks. 
The eminent pianist will play Beethovens piano concerto 
in C-minor under Ferenc Friscay in the re-opened Theater 
an der Wien (see Austrian Information, Vol. XIV, No. 14, 1961). 
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SILENT NIGHT — A MOVIE 

For the first time since the inauguration of the Interna- 
tional Festival Weeks of Religious Movies, an Austrian film 
will be shown in a world premiere. It is ‘‘The Wonder of a 
Night’”’ (Das Wundereiner Nacht) The story of the famous 
Christmas song ‘‘Silent Night, Holy Night.’’ 

The book was written by Hans Naderer and adopted for 
the screen by Carl Menz and Rudolf Kutschera, who also di- 
rected the production. Leopold Rudolf portrays the composer- 
teacher Franz Xaver Gruber, and Sieghardt Rupp plays the 
priest Josef Mohr who wrote the poem. The supporting parts 
are played by Hermann Thimig, Erik Frey, Albrecht Rue- 
precht, Hugo Gottschlich, and others. 


WEEK OF RELIGIOUS MOVIES 

The International Festival Weeks of Religious Movies 
will take place for the seventh time in Vienna’s Apollo- 
Cinema from November 17 to 23. 

Since the definition of ‘‘religious film’’ is generously 
applied, an Indian movie, Two Eyes, Twelve Hands, will 
also be shown this year in addition to catholic and protestant 
topics. 

The Festival will be opened with America’s ‘‘Question 
Seven’’ followed by France’s ‘‘Bernadette of Lourde’’ (pro- 
duction: Robert Darene). Germany will display ‘‘Black Skin 
and Hot Earth’’ (P. Erik Weymeersch); Austria will show the 
world a premiere of Das Wunder einer Nacht with Leopold 
kudolf and Sieghardt Rupp, based on a book by Carl Merz 


and Rolf Kutschera. The film is based on the origin of the 
song ‘‘Silent Night, Holy Night.’’ The Portugeese play 
‘*Passion of Christ’’ and the German documentary ‘‘Cloisters 
In Our Time’’ will also be shown. 

France’s contribution, ‘‘The Priest Leon Morin,’’ wil] 
arouse particular interest. The main character is portrayed 
by Jean-Paul Bellmondo. 

He will be co-starred with Emmanuela Riva of ‘‘Hiro. 
shima, mon amour’’ and ‘‘Kapo’’ fame. Michael Curtiz shot 
for Hollywood in Italy ‘‘Franciscus of Assissi’’ with Brad. 
ford Dillman in the leading part. 


MAX MELL PLAY PERFORMED FOR FIRST TIME 
IN ENGLISH LANGUAGE 


The Department of Theatre Arts of Texas Christian Uni- 
versity put on a performance of Max Mell’s play JOAN OF Arc 
as part of the Southwest Theatre Conference October 26 to 
28. Mrs. Comini of Southern Methodist University translateq 
the play from the German original. The performance was dj- 
rected by Professor Walther R. Volbach, Chairman of the De- 
partment of Theatre Arts at Texas Christian University. Prof, 
Volbach worked as a stage director of the Vienna Volks- 
theater and Volksoper from 1933 to 1935. 

Dr. Karl Erwin Lichtenecker, Press Attache of the Aus- 
trian Embassy in Washington, D.C., who attended the Soutb- 
western Theatre Conference, lectured on Max Mell and his 
work as well as on the legitimate theater in present-day 
Austria. 
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